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“Merry Christmas” from General McAuliffe

On Christmas Eve of 1944, the 10lst Airborme Division was completely surrounded by German units.
Just a couple of days before, the Germans realizing that they ostensibly had complete control of the military
situation, demanded’ the surrender of the Division, under the acting command of Brigadier General Anthony
C. McAuliffe.
This mimeographed “Greeting Card” was distributed by McAuliffe to his fighting men. We know his famous
answer to the German demand for surrender — “NUTS!”
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